INTRODUCTION
Interest in sampling techniques has increased because of possible contamination of the nation's ground-water resources by organic compounds. The wide range of physical and chemical properties exhibited by organic compounds cause their fate and transport in ground water to be different from the fate and transport of common inorganic cations and anions. The reliable collection of representative samples of ground water containing organic compounds requires the use of specialized sampling equipment, sampling techniques, and sample-handling procedures.
In order to disseminate information on these subjects to investigators currently involved in studies of contamination of ground water by organic compounds, four workshops entitled "Sampling Ground Water for Organic Compounds" were conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey. The workshops were held in Trenton, New Jersey, May 11-15, 1987; in Miami, Florida, November 16-20, 1987; in San Antonio, Texas, February 29-March 4, 1988; and in Sacramento, California, December 12-16, 1988 . The topics discussed at these workshops cover a wide range of subjects relating to the sampling of ground water for organic compounds and could be used to plan future training courses. The references cited during the workshop presentations comprise a valuable resource for the planning of future ground-water-contamination studies.
Purpose and Scope
This report presents selected references relating to the equipment, techniques, and procedures used to sample ground water for organic compounds. The report includes 128 references that pertain to the collection and analysis of representative samples of ground water for trace amounts of organic compounds.
The 128 references are organized into 12 categories that correspond to the major topics discussed at the workshops-- 
